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5 ANGELS and mortal men took hold of the Ark

of Lhe covenaant, the angels conquered the

mortals, and the Ark of the Covenaot is van
ished (from the Talmud, Ketuboth 104a). It is
related that when the patriarch Rabbi Jehada
Hanagsi, the compiler of the Mishna, wag suffer-
ing trom his last iliness, all the inhabitants of the
towns round about Zephoris assembled in ocder
to be of nssistance to him, to sympathise with
Lim. That his digease would be fatal, no one
thought possible. So excited was the multitude,
that they 1threatened to slay anyone who
brought the latal news. All wasover, and then
"one named Bar Kappara, with bis head covered
and his garments torn, uttered the words, which
I have guoted, " angels and mortal men took
hold of the Ark, the angels conquered, and the
Ark is vanished.” When the people heard
these words, they cried out in s tone of despair,
“His goul is at rest!: He is dead!™ Upon
which Bar Kapparaanswered, ' Ye have said it.”
You know why I have brought this before you
to-day. The Jewish community of Manchester
has sustained a severe loss. My respected
friend and calleague, David Myer lIsascs, the
preachet in our sister synagogue, has beeo taken
away from us. The silver cord is loosened, the
golden bowl is broken; and we who took hold
of the Ark of the Covenant find that it has vaop-
ished away. We agk whither? whither? and
the Scriptures answer us, * The dust returns to
the earth as it was, and the spirit nnto God who
gave it." But not only is the sout immortal in
heaven, the memory of the man will be immor-
tal upon earth. The memory of the righteous
is blessed. And he whom all Israclites in thig
¢ity mourn, found cousolation when he thought
of the crisis, that his life bad been spent u
fishly, that it had been full of interests whi
extended beyond limeelf, beyond the narrow
family circle. No man is compelled to sit down
idly while the sand-glass of life is emptying
away, there is always work to do, work which
must be done honestly and faithfully. Butsome
men bold ‘a position in life which enables them
to-do that which others not so situated sre too
weak to undertake. SBuch a position was held
by our departed friend. B8uch a position is held
by every teacher im Isrsel.

~ Ifany ohe performed his task in life conscien-
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‘| by no difference in practice.

———

1 tiously, it was David Isaacs It is true tha p,
‘thought that the results .attained were ROt pro.

portionate to the efforts-he put forth. 1y,
we must remember the extraordinary 4 they:,
of the circamstances against which he by J,
contend. Weo must remember that thera iy
religious body at the present day which i e
faith, which is less spiritusl, which is iy iy,
clined to listen to the instruction of Ui.r py;,
gious teachers, than the Jewish. Itisany i,
deep pain that I say this, but it is a truis whig,
my experience 1 the ministry is cor B ming
every day. Buccess in our calling is ditFaly 4
attain. But failure is sure if the Law  Giogy,
used a8 a spade to dig with. IHe wlho cngers
the Jewish mitistry must make up bie niad 4,
meet »ith many disappointments, t riuoype
many of the enjoymeunts, many of the ameniljee
of life. The departed cou'd truly say wiik Ray.
bi Jehuds, “ My work was in the Law. [ phy
po enjoyment, not even so much as could b
m_essured' wittrmy little finger.” But rays o
sunthine passed sometimes through th iz
cloud. He told me, not very long beiure iy
death, that the happiest moment of his life wa
when one of his congregants, through bLisin.
fluence, closed his shop on tte Sabbuth agg
ceased to desecrate God's holy day. Ir 3 grew
mesasure, he was the reformer of Engli-h Juda.
ism. For he was tte first to deliver regular
germong in the vernacular. And ’ trie and
honest preacher he wss. Never did te glos
over the faults of his congregation, never did te
degrade his holy office by speaking with 3
smooth tongue and with Iying lips, but be struck
with te rod of his mouth, snd fearless!y aud
coutinually did he tell Israel their gins, and tic
house of Jacob their iniquity.

He was brought up in an stmosphere of ultra:
orthodoxy ; but though deeply imbued with the
love for our traditional religion, he was most
liberal and charitable io his opinions. You will
not forget that he once occupied this pol;it, ard
lent his own to one of my predecessors. In.
conversation with me he has often regretted the
unfortunate schism whick exists in the Jewih
community, and looked forward anxiously to
ultimate reunion between those who are separ-
ated by no difference iz belief, and, as far as
the moderate men of both sides are concerned,
Be was very, very
far from being biessed with wealth. But he
was for all that a moat charitable man, He gave

his money, as far as he could, but where he did




not do that he waa never sparing of his time or
his energy; and [ daresasy that bis venerable
figure a8 he came round making an earnest ap-
peal in bebalf of those who were in dire distress
will be missed by many of you. He did not
work for his poorer brethren in order to gain »

cheap and vulgar potoriety, His charity was
not & whim, it was not exercised for one partic-

ular hobby. It was enduring becanse it flowed
from a senve of duty and a hope in God. But [
do not speak to you to-day on a subject of
which my heart is full from mere sentimental-
ism, because there is & certain amount of pleas-
ure in dwelling on, in lingering over, our griefs.
In the memory of our dead, there is often far
too much frivolity. Many who observe the
Jahrzeit, that beaatiful enstom which should re-
mind s of the work of departed parents, observe
it in such a way 24 to discredit not only the vb-
servance itself, but to degrade our whole religion.
Eamnest, and pious men bave tried to reform Ju-
daism in numberjess ways, but everywhere we
turn we are met with a want of seriousness.—
Play and frivolity, frivolity aod play, It seems
28 if we did indeed believe that the world wes
a stage on which men and women have nothing
else to do than encourage shams and make-be-
lievee Men and women who proclaim them-
selves to be Jews and Jewesses make jest at
their religion. Would to God that they would
reform themselves or leave the camp altogether!
Men and women sin up to the very door of 1he
synsgogue and deceive themselves with the be-
lief that afew hours one diy in the year will set
them at peace with their Maker. And, in times
like these, the righteous perish, the faithful are
removed, and those who stand up in the bresch
are loet to us, :

But regret felt for the death of a teacher in
L ~ael must work within ue a desire to strive
after our own amendment, It is with persons
28 with things. Thiegs efsily attainable we
thiok lightly of, when they are beyond our
reach we deplore the want of them. Parents
and teacbers wo thoughtlesaly disobey, snd dic-
obey again. When they are gone from us we
sppreciste, at any rate for a short time, their
walue. David Isaacs was beloved by all who
knew him, evea by those who were not mem-
bers of his own :epecial .Bock. There was one
thing-he especially. advocated~-the instruction of
the children. And recently in his own syna-
gogue he established: classes for religious in-

struotion. He worked very hard, much too hard.

for a man of his yesra He cared not for the

wise opposition of his friends, becauee it was
matter in which be considered his duty to be
concerned. Would you erect & monument to
him? Work, as he did, in the cause of educa-
tion. Let the words, “And thou shalt tell thy
gon,” be printed on your hearts, be written
among your daily thoughts. And the wisdow.
of this let not only thy mind ponder on, let not
ouly thy soul feel, bat let thy hand do it, and do
it with all its might. He is now happy. Heie
not really dead. There ia nothing which dies,
there is only something Teft behind which
mourns. It is rela;gg‘in the beautiful imagery
which the Talmud 86 often employs that when.
‘s righteous man deperts from the world, three
sets of angels go forth to meet him: one set
saye, “He has left the world in peace ;' the
second, “ He hath walked upgightly ;” and the
third, “Let him enter here into peace” And
let this thought console those who ave left be-
hind. “Let them rest quietly and swithout
fear.” And ag surely ss the divine messengers-
will bear up to our Father in Heaven the Ark of

the Covenant which they have wrested from
mortal man; so will they bring down mercy
sad consolation to the bereaved widow and
|children, as they bring  consolation to all the
“mourners of Zion and  Jetusalem, to all God's
sans and daughters. Amen |
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