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death in- 1878. In 1906 his brother, Abram Samuel
Isaacs,. edited a collection of his addresses, The Old
Guard and Other Addresses. '

ABRAM SAMUEL Isaacs (b. New York city, 1852; d.
Paterson, N.-J., 1920), rabbi, editor, and educator, was
another son of Samuel Myer Isaacs. He studied at
New York University (A.B,, 1871; M.A,, 1873), at the

University of Breslau (187477), and at the Jewish.

theological seminary -in that city. He was professor of
Hebrew at New- York University (1885-04), then pro-
fessor of German (1887-95), of German literature in
the post-graduate department (1895-1906), and, finaily,
professor of Semitic languages at New York University,
in charge of the department (from rgo6 on).
Isdacs was preacher in the East 86th Street Syna-
" gogue in New York city (1886-87). From 1896 until
1905 he was the rabbi of -B'nai Jeshurun Congregation
of Paterson, N. J. (Barnert Memorial Temple). = .
Upon' his father’s death in 1878, Isaacs became the
editor of the Jewish Messenger. He remained its editor
until the periodical was merged with the American
Hebrew.in 1903, Isaacs was the author of A Modern
Hebrew Poet: The Life and Writings of Moses Chaim
Luzzatto (1878), What Is Judaism (1912), and, for
vounger readers, Stories from the Rabbis (1894), Step
5y Step (1910; the early days of Moses Mendelssohn),
The Young Champion (1913; a year in Grace Aguilar’s
- fe), and Under the Sabbath Lamp (1919): Two of

Lis poems are in the Union Hymnal, published by the

entral Conference of American Rabbis. _
In 1878 he was awarded the degree of Ph.D,, honoris
-ausa, by New York University. o
Lewis MonTEFiore Isaacs (b. New York city, 1877),

lawger and musician, was the son of Myer Samuel’

Isaacs. He studied at the College of the City of New
York (1891-93), New York University (Ph.B., 1897),
Columbia University, M.A., 1899), and Columbia Uni-
versity Law School (LL.B., 1900). He was admitted
to the bar of New York in 1899, and from then on
practised law in New York city.

aacs

Isaacs wrote about music’ and was himself a com!
poser of songs and compositions for ‘the piano and
orchestra. He is the author of Guide to Humperdinck’s

-Kénigskinder (1912; with Kurt J. Rahlson) and Guide

to Humperdinek's Hinsel ynd Gretet (1913). He was
ueasurer of the Becthoven Association and secretary
uf ||_|<: Edward MacDowell Association. - For rﬁanv
vears_he was a trustee of the West End S)'nagogu;:
(Congregation Shuaray Tefila). - '
Eoren Jenier Ricn Isaacs (b, Milwaukee, Wis., 1878),
editor, was the wife of Lewis' Montefiore Isaacs. She
studied  at Milwaukee-Downer College (A.B., 18g7).
For a while she was the literary editor of the Milwau-

kee Sentinel (1903) and a departmental editor of the

Ladics Home Journal. During the first World War,
she was head of the department of publicity for women
in the Second Federal Reserve District during the

~ Liberty Loan campaigns (1917-18).

From 1918 on, Mrs, Isaacs was editor of Theatre -
Arts Magazine, a quarterly devoted to the study of
the arts of the theatre. In 1924 the magazine became
the Theatre Arts Monthly. Mrs, Isaacs was the editor

.of Theatre (1927, a collection of essays on the theatre),

Plays of American Life and Fantasy (1929), and Archi-

“tecture for the New Theatre (1935: a collection of

cssays).

StanLey Myer Isaacs (b. New York city, 1882),-
lawyer and city official, was another son of Myer Samuel _
Isaacs. He studied at Columbia University (A.B., 1903;
M.A,, 1904) and New York University Law School -

_(LL.B., 1904). He was admitted to the bar of New

York in 1905, and practised law in New York city

“until 1919; from 1919 on he was in the real estate

business.
From 1904 until 1912 and from 1916 on, Isaacs was

a member of the Republican County Committee of

New York County. In the interval he was a member
of the Progressive Party. In 1937 he was elected presi-
dent of the Borough of Manhattan of New York city
for a term of four years on .a municipal “Fusion™’
ticket. He aroused much criticism by appointing a
communist to the post of confidential examiner in. his

‘office. Isaacs defended the appointment on the ground,

among others, that in a democracy political beliefs did
not bar an appointee from office, if he was otherwise
qualified; but because of the appointment Isaacs was
refused renomination by the Republican Party, and

-withdrew his candidacy (1941), but announced that he,

would run for the City Council.
Isaacs was active in the work of the settlement houses

-in New York city, particularly that of the Educational

Alliance. In ‘1934 he was president of the United

- Neighborhood Houses, and was awarded a medal in

1938 for his activity in this field. He was also an
officer of the Baron de Hirsch Fund and a trustee of

the Federation for the Support of Jewish Philanthropic - -

Societies.
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" ISAACS, a distinguished family of New York city.
4 Samurll Myer “Isaacs (b :Lecuwarden, Hollasid,
18045 d;, New. York city, 1878 i ¢
“York frcm England.in 183y to-becorme the first Hazan
and preacher-of Congregation B'nai Jeshurur then on
Elm Street. The employment of a preacher was an
innovation for the synagogue, especially one who
preached in English. He was the first to do so regu-
larly in an Ashkenazic synagogue in the United States.
His father had been a banker in Holland but fled
.to England with his family in 1814 to escape the in.
‘vading French. Of his five sons, four became rabbis.
Samuel Myer Isaacs. before leaving England, had been
the principal of an orphan asylum in l.ondon (Noveh
Zedek in West Norwood. later the Jews' Hospital and
Orphan Asyhim).. In" 1847, when. a schistn in Con
gregation B'nai Jeshurun led to the formation of Con

* gregation Shaaray Tefila, Isaacs became the rabbi of

the. néw congregation and remained such until his
dedth, k : ' i

In 18s7
senger, in which he opposed Reform  Judaism.  In
1835, however: lie advocated certain minor rital re-
forms but found no supportcrs. He was an ardent
advocate of the antislavery movement and, although
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1878). 2 rabbi, came fo. New :

Isaacs founded a weekly. the Jewish Mes. -

1504l

he lost his Southern subscribers because of this, per- -
sisted in his course, writing in an editorial, “We want
subscribers, -for without them wie cannot publish a
paper, and Judaism needs an organ; but we want much
more truth and loyalty. . . " At the memaorial exer-
cises for President Abraham Lincoln in 1865, held in -
Union Square, New York city, Isaacs performied part
of the services. o : _
Isaacs was a kader in many communal activities: he
was associated with Sampson Simson in founding
Mt Sinai Hospital (1852), originally (unuil 1871) -
called the Jews' Hospital, and was its first vice-president;:
he was onc of the organizers of the Board of Delegates
of American Israclites (1859) for sccuring: and main-,
taining Jewish civil and religious rights at’ bome and

abroad; he helped found the Hebrew Free Schaol.

Association in New York city (1864) and’ the first-

theological seminary for Jows in the United States,

Maimonides College of. Philadelphia ( 1867); and_he
helped organize the United Hebrew Charities in New -~
York city (1874). _ ) o .

Myir Simure fsascs (b. New York city, 1841; d.-
New York city, 1904), a lawyer, was the cldest son of
Samuel Mycr Isaacs. He studied at New York Univer-
sity,

“ mitted to the bar of New York in 1862. He specialized i
in real estate.law and lectured on this subjéct -at New
York University Law School from. 1887 until 1897: He |

was appointed a judge of the Marine (later City) Court’ **

16 fill an unexpired term in 1880, Isaacs was active in. .
the perennial attempts to improve the "administration
.of municipal affairs in New York city, and was on¢ -
of the organizers of the Citizens’ Union in 1897.
He worked beside his father in founding the :Board "
of Delegates of American Israclites (1859). and. the
“Hebrew Free School Association in. New York city
(1864). He was sccretary of the Board of, Delegates |
from 1868 to 1876 and president- frony 1876 until 1878, -
“ when the Board was merged into the Commi gco‘g“*"‘
Civil and Religious Rights. of, the Uniod”6F*Kmerican’ -
Hebrew - Congregations; “he was secretary of the He
brew Free School Association in 1864 and its president
from 1880 until 18¢2. In 1889 he was a member of the
committee that established the Educational Alliance.”
into which the Free School Association was merged.
Isaacs was one of the founders of the Hebrew Technical
Institute (:883), and was onc of those who initiated
the merging of a number of relicf socicties 'in New
York city imo the United Hebrew Charities’ (1873). -
He was alse one of the founders of the Montefiore. -
Home (1884) for ‘chronic invalids. Flo helped secure
Seward Park for the crowded  East Side of New'™
“York citv. o T
From 1881 on. during the persceiition and massacres”
of Russian Jews, Ises was one of the New York comn
mitlee 10 aid the refugees. te beeame a wmember of
thic exceutive .committee of the Alliance Tsraélite’ Uni.
verselle in 1881, and was president of the Baron de’
Hirsch Fund from asgr nanl his death, A« such he’
was adtive in establishing the Baron de lirseh Agri 7
“euhwral School at Woodbine, N.- 1. (1803).

“He was one of the cditors ol his father's Jowrsh

Messenger from its founding in 1857 until s faliee's

graduating at the head of his class in 1859, and; . i
after receiving his degree in Jlaw in 1861, was ad-



